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Abstract 

The identity of the cicada Platypleura tepperi Goding & Froggatt, 1994 is resolved. It is not an 
Australian species, but a junior synonym of the Madagascan Yanga guttulata (Signorct, 1860). 
Introduction 

Platypleura tepperi was described by Goding and Froggatt (1904) from 
‘Northern Territory, Australia’ from three specimens supposedly collected by 
J.G. Tepper, then entomologist at the South Australian Museum (SAM). Only 
a single specimen could be traced, a syntype male in the SAM (Figs 1-7). 
Although this specimen has long been considered of doubtful Australian 
origin (Burns 1957), its true origins have never been clarified. I have recently 
re-examined the SAM specimen and it has become clear that it is in fact a 
synonym of the Madagascan species Yanga guttulata (Signoret, 1860). 


Fig. 1. Male syntype of Platypleura tepperi, SAM. Approximately 1.2 x natural size. 


Yanga guttulata (Signoret) 


Platypleura guttulata Signoret, 1860: 178, pl. 4. 

Yanga guttularis [sic]: Distant, 1905: 196. 

Yanga guttulata: Distant, 1906: 17. 

Platypleura tepperi Goding & Froggatt, 1904: 568-69. Male syntype in SAM, labelled 
‘N.Territory’, ‘[?]:8’, ‘Platypleura Tepperi/ God.&Fr/ NorthernTerritory’; 
examined. Syn. n. 


The SAM syntype of P. tepperi is unfortunately in poor condition, with faded 
colour, damaged hind wings and damaged genitalia. However, there is no 
doubt that the wing and body markings, colour and morphology match 
perfectly those of Y. guttulata, as do the male genitalia (Figs 2-5), although 
the latter do not always clearly delineate Yanga Distant spp. in Madagascar. 
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Figs 2-7. Male syntype of Platypleura tepperi. (2-3) genitalia in lateral and ventral 
views; (4-5) aedeagus in lateral view and basal plate in lateroventral view; (6-7) fore 
and hind wings showing venation. 
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